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Oct/Nov 2021 

The ROELAND PARKER 

Masking Policies 

A 
s more people are becoming eligible and receiving their COVID-19 vaccine, it is important to re-

member that pandemic has not yet ended. We all still must take precautions and do our part to 

stem the spread of the novel coronavirus and bring the pandemic to a conclusion. Below is infor-

mation regarding masking as part of the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Information changes 

rapidly, stay tuned in to our website www.roelandpark.net and follow us on social media for the latest updates 

on the local response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The Roeland Park Governing Body passed Resolution 

692 on August 23, 2021, requiring that masks or oth-

er appropriate face covering be worn indoors in pub-

lic settings, regardless of vaccination status. Further 

the Resolution strongly recommends masks or other 

face coverings in indoor private settings and crowded 

outdoor settings where proper distancing cannot be 

maintained. Children under the age of 5 do not need 

to wear a mask under this Resolution.  

Many Roeland Park stores and businesses have put up signs informing shoppers and visitors of the mask re-

quirement. The signs may look like the one below. Even if it is a different sign, there is still a masking require-

ment in Roeland Park. It will take all of us to 

remember to wear our masks as we go places.  

Further, per Federal law, masks are required 

on all forms of transit such as buses, planes, 

and trains, as well as in all transportation de-

pots including bus stations, airports, and train 

stations.  

If you have any questions, please contact City 

Hall at (913) 722-2600.  
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Replacing Invasive Trees with Natives Ones in Cooper Creek Park 

If you’ve passed by Cooper Creek Park recently, you probably noticed the six trees that lined the street on the 
park’s southern end are gone. Do you know why? Those 
trees were invasive Bradford Pears, also known as Callery 
Pears. They will be replaced with ten beneficial trees na-
tive to our region. 

Why did we plant Bradford Pears originally? The Callery 
Pear was introduced from China in the early 1900s, but it 
wasn’t until the 1950s that the ‘Bradford’ cultivar, 
thought sterile, was widely planted. As more cultivars 
were introduced, different cultivars cross pollinated and, 
suddenly, the “sterile” trees began producing prodigious 
amounts of viable seed. With the help of birds, seeds 
entered our native woodlands and prairies, and dense 
thickets of Bradford Pears emerged, crowding out native 
plants and damaging local habitats. That’s why the City’s 
Public Works Department removed those trees.  

This fall, Heartland Tree Alliance (HTA) and volunteers 
will plant ten native trees in the park, replacing the Brad-
ford Pears. Of the ten trees, seven will be large and long-
lived – for example, a Bur Oak tree can live up to 600 years. Three will be smaller, flowering trees. All ten are 
different species so if a disease or pest strikes – like Dutch Elm Disease or Emerald Ash Borer – we are less likely 
to lose multiple trees. In diversity there is strength. 

These native trees will benefit animals, other trees, and people. All ten, espe-
cially the four in the white oak group, pictured here, will provide food and 
habitat for wildlife. Their roots will connect to each other and to trees in the 
wooded area through mycelium, creating community and sequestering car-
bon. Trees with vibrant flowers and interesting fruit will be close to park 
benches, so they can be admired by people resting in the park. The trees 
around the playscape will be the sturdy oaks, which, in time, will make excel-
lent climbing trees for children. 

These ten native trees will be funded by the Tom Savidge Memorial Fund. 
Tom was active in working to restore Cooper Creek Park and had a special 
passion for planting trees. 

We encourage everyone to come see the ongoing transformation of Cooper Creek Park this fall!  

Leaves and acorns of the four white oaks to be planted. Clockwise 
from top left: Bur Oak, Swamp Oak, White Oak, Chinkapin Oak 

-Photo by Adison Banks 

T 
he Roeland Park Arts Advisory Committee 

invites you to the dedication ceremony for 

the 47th Street Mural. Come celebrate im-

ages that reflect our uniquely rooted com-

munity portrayed by seven talented artists. Please 

contact Mary Schulteis (marysunflowers@aol.com) or 

Marek Gliniecki (marekgliniecki@yahoo.com) with any 

questions.  
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Leaf Collection Season is Here! 

It is that time of year again! Leaves will be changing gorgeous colors then falling everywhere, and Roeland Park 

is here to collect! The map below illustrates the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd dates for leaf collection. Here is what you 

need to know to get your leaves picked up by Roeland Park’s leaf-collection vehicle:  

1. Do Not rake leaves into the street. Leaves should 

be in long piles behind the curb abutting the 

street. Leaves should be placed within 8 feet of 

the street or back of burb.  

2. When sidewalks abut the curb, leave at least 3 

feet of passable sidewalk space between the curb 

and leaf piles for pedestrians.  

3. Keep leaf piles free of limbs and litter.  

4. Keep leaves away from obstacles such as trash 

cans, mailboxes, cars, and utility poles.  

5. Do not park your car in front of leaves during col-

lection hours of 7AM-5PM Monday-Friday and 

7:30AM-3:30PM on Saturday. If your neighbor 

parks in front of your leaves, please reach out to 

them and kindly request they move their vehicle .  

6. Place leaves behind the curb the day prior to col-

lection.  
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T 
he holidays are approaching! The City of Roeland Park plans to 

‘adopt’ several families this upcoming holiday season. If you 

would like to help or donate, keep an eye out on our website 

www.roelandpark.net for additional information. The City will also 

be accepting non-perishable food items for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

Please contact Kelley Nielsen if you have any questions: kniel-

sen@roelandpark.org.  

Community Giving 

Thank You! 

Last year, Cadettes Sarah Nielsen and Josie Jungeberg of 

Girl Scout Troop 1236 started their Silver Award with their 

idea to add a gaga ball pit to the west side of Roeland 

Park. This summer, the gaga ball pit was installed.  

Thank you to everyone who donated and helped make 

this project a reality.  

Photo by Stephanie Nielsen 

Keep Safe, Start a 9PM Routine 

There has been an increase of auto thefts and auto 

burglaries throughout Johnson County. To help pre-

vent auto thefts and burglaries, you can start a 9PM 

Routine: 

• Remove all valuables and paperwork from your 
car 

• Lock all you car doors 

• Make sure that your garage door is shut 

• Ensure all exterior doors are locked 

• Turn on an exterior light.  

If you see something in progress, call 911. If you be-

come a victim of auto theft, inform the police. You 

will want to provide your driver’s license, registra-

tion for the vehicle, insurance card, serial numbers 

for any items that were in your vehicle, and credit 

card/account numbers if your wallet as taken.  

November Election  

There will be local elections on Tuesday November 2, 

2021. Roeland Park will be voting on Councilmembers 

and Mayor.  

Advance voting will be available at eight locations 

starting October 23, 2021. Voters may request a ballot 

via the mail. On November 2, polls will open at 7AM 

and will close at 7PM. If you are in line when polls 

close, you can remain in line and still vote. 

To view a sample ballot, determine your voting loca-

tion, request an advance mail-in ballot, apply to be-

come an election worker, and find more information 

regarding the upcoming 

November General Election, 

visit jocoelection.org.  
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The Roeland Park Community Engagement Committee is hosting a Halloween Haunted Trail! There will be 

candy, contests, and more! 

Details are available on the community calendar www.roelandpark.net/132/Community-Calendar or by 

viewing events on the City of Roeland Park Facebook page www.facebook.com/CityofRoelandParkKs.  

If you would like to volunteer, please send an email to CommunityEngagement@roelandpark.org.  
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T 
his year marks the 60th anniversary of the Home Rule amendment in Kansas! Home Rule allows local 

people, making local decisions, to provide for the unique needs of each of the 625 cities in Kansas. 

The needs of Kansas cities are diverse and differ from rural to urban, east to west, and even from 

neighbor-to-neighbor.  


