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Project Background / Process
In 2008, the Parks Committee of the City of Roeland Park
began a process to create a master plan for the city’s
parks system. The process included several meetings
to discuss the physical characteristics and conditions of
each individual park. Discussions amongst the committee
also centered around the current perceptions of the city
and its open spaces. Some of the comments included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Family friendly, quaint, charming, relaxed, quiet
Affordable, modest
Excellent location
Residents consider it a hidden gem
Trees as a big part of the city and image
Diversity of residents ages (young and old)
Diversity of housing options and architectural styles

Future perceptions of the city as expressed in the opinions
by the Parks Committee are the desire to be an active,
interesting, and “green” community.
One of the first meetings held for this plan focused on
the role and impact of the parks system for the citizens
of Roeland Park. Below are a few of the ideas that were
expressed in the discussion:
•
•
•
•
•

Parks should be purposeful and unique, encouraging
activity and communal strength
Parks should aid in the effort to be an environmentally
sustainable community
Park design elements should reflect the image of the
city, and materials should be understated but unique in
nature
Similar materials and design elements should be
used throughout the parks and other city spaces to
encourage a feeling of community identity
Adding art to Roe Avenue through the Art in R Park
program has opened the door for continued interest in
placing art in all our parks

Teams of committee members created a vision for each
park and presented their ideas to the overall group for
consensus and incorporation into the master plan.
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The public was engaged through a community open
house that displayed the park plans created by the parks
committee. Feedback was collected and incorporated into
this plan.

Project Objective
The Parks Master Plan evaluates the existing conditions of
all parks in the City of Roeland Park. In addition, this plan
considers traffic islands, medians, and other major green
spaces as a part of the overall network of the community’s
open space system.
The objectives of this plan are to:
• Evaluate existing parks and open spaces
• Identify needs and opportunities to enhance the
usefulness of the parks system
• Identify future improvements as a road map to guide
park enhancements when funding becomes available
Enhancing the parks and open spaces in Roeland Park
represents a significant investment from the community,
but this investment offers many benefits. Benefits to the
Roeland Park community include:
•
•
•
•
•

Attractive
open
spaces
within
established
neighborhoods for recreation and socialization
Safe environments and facilities for children and the
aging population
Additional and enhanced recreation options for a
healthier lifestyle
Attractive city to promote quality neighborhood growth
Promotion of community pride and a positive city
image

This plan’s recommendations are intended to benefit the
entire community and improve the quality of life for the
citizens of Roeland Park.

I n t r o duction
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Park System Overview
The City of Roeland Park has a population of over 7,000
residents. The park system draws users from within the
city as well as surrounding communities. The Public Works
Department manages park operations and maintenance
through its annual operating budget.
The park system includes eight (8) parks, several traffic
islands and a few other city-owned green spaces. Not
counting the miscellaneous city-owned green spaces,
medians or other non-dedicated parkland, the city has
24.45 acres of dedicated parkland. The overall land area
of the City of Roeland Park is approximately 1,038.73
acres which gives results in a percentage of 2.35% of land
area dedicated to parks.
The National Recreation and Parks Association
recommends 6.25-10.5 Acres per 1,000 Population for
parks accessible to citizens within a municipality. With
a 2006 estimated population of 7,118 people, Roeland
Park should have between 44.5-74.7 Acres of parkland.
Although it seems the city is greatly lacking, parks
located in surrounding communities like Fairway, Mission,
and Kansas City, Kansas can be seen as accessible to
Roeland Park citizens based on their proximity (generally
neighborhood parks count for those living within a halfmile radius).
The Parks System is overseen by the Parks Committee
that serves in an advisory capacity to the City Council and
is appointed by the Mayor.
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Park Categories
The park system has several opportunities to serve the
community. Park facilities range in size from .18 acres
to over 10.47 acres. Parks and other associated green
spaces have been categorized based on park type, scale,
use and character. The categories are:
•

•

•

Nall
Park
acreage
playground
swings
walking trail

10.47
●
●
●

Roeland
Park
School
Site

5.37
●
●

Community Parks
- Nall Park
- Roeland Park School Site
- Roe Park
Neighborhood Parks
- Sweany Park
- Carpenter Park
- Juniper Pocket Park
- Cooper Creek Park
Special Parks
- Granada Park

Sweany
Park

Carpenter
Park

Juniper
Pocket
Park

Cooper
Creek
Park

0.18

0.54

0.23

1.82

●

●

●

Granada
Park

Roe
Park

0.43
●
●

5.41

park
shelter

●

Benches

●

●

●

●

●

●

trash
receptacles

●

●

●

●

●

●

picnic
tables

●

●

●

basketball

●

tennis courts
restrooms

●

skate park

●
●

art
Green Space
Rain garden

●
●

●
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Opportunities and Challenges
During the initial goals and visioning phase of the planning
process several opportunities and strengths with the parks
system were identified along with some challenges to
overcome in the plan.
Opportunities
•
•
•
•

Presence of strong established neighborhoods
Walkable community
Blossoming community art program (Art in R Park)
Interest in environmental sustainability

Challenges
•
•
•
•

Aging park equipment and facilities
Lack of connectivity between parks
Lack of public recreation fields
Consistent identity/image of parks
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Park Survey
In 2008 the City of Roeland Park surveyed its residents on
a variety of topics ranging from opinions on city services to
parks maintenance and use to land use. Here are some
learning points from the survey:
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

I n v e n t o r y and Analysis
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94% of residents stated that Roeland Park is an
“excellent” or “good” place to live.
Out of eight city options, residents ranked the “quality
of parks and recreation programs/facilities” the second
most prominent service that should receive the most
emphasis from the City (preceded only by maintenance
of city buildings).
67% of residents are satisfied with the overall
appearance of City parks and 58% are satisfied with
the sculpture in public places.
Only 18% of citizens surveyed are satisfied with the
current walking and biking trails within Roeland Park
while 57% are dissatisfied with them.
Residents believe a focus should be placed on
becoming more aware of impact on our environment.
When focusing on community investments within the
City, “attention to environmental issues” and “planting
trees/preserving green space” both tied for the top
priority from a list of five with each gaining 86% support.
53% believe a community garden should be established.
14% of residents use Nall Park. 48% of residents
support improvements to Nall Park where 30% oppose
them.
37% of residents use the Roeland Park Aquatic Center
while the majority of residents (60%) stated they had
never visited the pool.
40% of residents would like access to an off-leash dog
park within the city.
Regarding acquiring additional parkland at the former
Roeland Park Elementary School site, nearly a third
(27%) of residents selected that site as their top priority
(out of seven) for an area of major re-development
within the City. 58% of residents city-wide preferred
that the school be torn down and a total park provided
over any of the four conceptual options which included
a balance of park land and single family homes.

Roeland Park Parks Master Plan
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Vision Statement
The parks system of Roeland Park is an invaluable asset to
the city and its residents. Our parks should be accessible
to all residents, maintained at the highest standard, and
provide diverse opportunities for recreation and gathering
in order to strengthen our community. Environmental
sustainability and design features will foster a consistent
identity across our public spaces and our status as a Tree
City will be supported and enhanced in each setting.

Guiding Principles
1. Proactively participate in the acquisition of appropriate
properties for dedication of additional greenspace.
2. Promote environmental sustainability through the use
of native plant material, environmentally responsible
furnishings and the implementation of best management
practices for storm water treatment.
3. Create a strong aesthetic image for the City’s parks
and open spaces to further enhance a unique identity
through the use of consistent site furnishings and
signage elements while reinforcing the theme of each
park.
4. Incorporate public art whenever possible to create
interest for parks and open spaces and strengthen the
park’s usage and themes.
5. Develop a framework for connections to dedicated
parks and open spaces within the City of Roeland Park
and regional trail systems beyond the city limits.
6. Promote diversity in recreational opportunities
throughout the City’s parks to serve the needs of the
residents to encourage healthy lifestyles, community
building, and cultural enrichment.
7. Promote and enhance the use of trees in our parks and
greenspaces
8. Parks will be maintained at the highest standard.
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Park Furnishings
The Parks Committee feels it is critical to the success
of the parks system to promote the identity of Roeland
Park through the effective utilization of park furnishings.
Examples of such furnishings include benches, trash
receptacles, playground equipment and signage. The
recommendations by the committee for future consideration
of park furnishings are:
•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Vi sion
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Benches - the committee desires benches throughout
the city be the same and comprised of recycled wood
and black metal. A design with circular metal forms with
wood slats was favored because it was traditional in
materials but unique in design. The committee also
supported the idea of a special centerpiece bench for
each park, which should be designed and created by
artists (i.e. the “KC Cow” competition from years past)
Trash receptacles - wood and metal to complement the
benches, repeating the shape and form as well.
Art - sculpture should be placed in all the parks. Also,
the committee liked the idea of a competition to design
a special “centerpiece” bench for each park.
Drinking fountains - drinking fountains should be
incorporated into the parks as possible, and offer
another opportunity for artistic creation
Signage - the use of native limestone should be
continued but used in a non-traditional way. New
signage to the city entrances was suggested. Consistent
signage at city entrances, both major and minor, should
be repeated in similar materials used in park signage.
Limestone and black lettering were desired. The idea
of gateways at the main city entrances along Roe (at
I-35 and at Johnson Drive) was well received.
Path materials - muted colors (no red stamped concrete
in parks) and diversity of materials is desired in future
improvements…example, gravel paths, hard paths,
stone paths, concrete stamped paths)
Recycling - the committee suggested we offer recycling
in all our parks and understands a new process would
have to be created to support this effort.
Play equipment - some discussion occurred centering
around making the materials interesting to children
vs only using muted colors for materials, etc. General
consensus indicated colorful materials may not be

Roeland Park Parks Master Plan
appropriate for all park sites but excellent options for
others. Roeland Park might consider adopting signature
colors that are unique to northeast Johnson County.

Greenway Bike / Pedestrian Trail
Connections
The Mid-American Regional Council (MARC) has
encouraged cities in around the metropolitan region to
identify trail routes that would create linkages between
municipalities. Recently, the Turkey Creek Corridor has
been studied to investigate opportunities to provide trail
connections through Johnson County to the outlet at the
Kaw River. The City of Merriam has already constructed
a series of trails flanking the creek and future connections
are possible through property in Overland Park, Mission,
Roeland Park and Kansas City, Kansas. One possible
strategy to connect to this trail system includes a connection
down the bluffside on the northern portion of Nall Park.
Another future trail connection is possible to the Rock
Creek Trail in Mission. From Cooper Creek Park trail users
should have access to the trail along Johnson Drive. This
trail is intended to wind through the proposed Gateway
development at the corner of Johnson Drive and Roe.
Below is an early concept for a trails plan; additional efforts
are required to refine the trail alignments.
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Policy Recommendations
The following recommendations are meant to strengthen
the future vision of the parks system in Roeland Park.
1. Adding to the Parkland Reserve within
Roeland Park
In the 2008 Citizen Survey conducted by Roeland Park,
fully 33% of responding residents supporting adding
additional park space to the City. There is a perceived
and definite imbalance of park land when looking at the
City in separate sections, divided by Roe Avenue. With
these statistics in mind, the Parks Committee suggests
additional park land be pursued and added to our public
green space reserve.
Suggested parcels to consider for park use include:
- The “Water Tower” land between Mohawk and Neosho
on 48th Street
- Additional pocket park space on the east side of the city
The Johnson County Parks & Recreation’s planning
committee offered the following guideline in their MAP
2020 strategic plan:
STANDARDS AND STRATEGIES
Based on a nationally recognized standard of 40 acres of
parkland per thousand residents, the District has adopted
a standard of 22 acres per thousand as its contribution
to the overall system to be provided in Johnson County.
Municipalities, the State of Kansas, the federal government
and others will be challenged to supplement the standard
in order to achieve the 40-acre minimum. The District
currently provides 14.1 acres of parkland per thousand
residents. The existing parkland ratio, coupled with
population projections, make it necessary for the District
to acquire more than 7,500 acres of additional land over
the next twenty years. The acreage will be acquired in a
manner that best provides regional access to park and
recreation facilities for the growing population. To provide
open space linkages throughout Johnson County, over
Vi sion
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2,000 acres of the 7,500 acquired will be dedicated to the
Streamway Parks System.
Roeland Park’s dedicated park space is significant,
especially when considering the size of Nall Park. Adding
parcels such as the Roeland Park School site and the
“Water Tower” land would significantly increase park
and recreation opportunities for Roeland Park citizens.
Supplementing these additions, pocket parks could provide
welcome respite for citizens living nearby as well as provide
opportunity for rain gardens, community gardens and other
environmentally beneficial results.
With limited opportunity for infill, the City should look to
acquire appropriate properties in the coming years with
respect to providing equal access to residents to park
space no matter their location in the City.
Presently, Roeland Park does not offer much in the way
of recreational space for residents within its parks. Larger
sites would be most welcomed into the reserve of green
space and will only add to the quality of life experienced
by Roeland Parkers.
2.
Minimize overall park maintenance
without sacrificing park aesthetics
Currently, parks are maintained by Public Works. The
process of mowing and trimming is labor intensive, utilizing
equipment requiring on-going maintenance. A wide
variety of chemicals are also used. To minimize this effort,
landscaping should incorporate native plant materials with
little or no maintenance requirements.
Another strategy for minimizing maintenance costs is to
allow private maintenance of parks. Competitive bidding
by private companies could result in an overall cost savings
while possibly even improving the appearance of the park
system.
Finally, all standards and best practices set forth by the
American Public Works Association (APWA) should be
followed to improve maintenance operations, maintain
longevity of equipment, and ensure quality care to Roeland
Park’s green spaces.
13
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3. Establish a clear role for the parks
committee in the city
The City should review its procedures to insure a uniform
process is conducted for the review and recommendation
of park needs through the Parks Committee. The Parks
Committee should serve as the entity responsible for
making recommendations for all park-related information
and improvements. This park oversight will allow the Parks
Committee to then report to the City Council and Public
Works any actions or improvements that are needed.
The Parks Committee should be a part of the decisionmaking process for all parks-related issues. Examples of
these issues are future park improvements, existing park
maintenance items and sculpture selection and siting of
pieces from the Art in R Park program.

Vi sion
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Sweany Park
Sweany Park is located at the intersection of Wells and
Neosho. Currently it serves the role of a passive strolling
park in a triangular piece of land. Sweany Park is a quiet
neighborhood park primarily used as a stopping point on
walks.
The park has a well maintained lawn with an irrigation
system. The diverse landscape provides excellent tree
coverage, seasonal interest and a strong focal point within
the park. Recently, a city-owned sculpture titled “Bomber”
(acquired through the Art in R Park program) was placed
on the property. Overall, the park is a good use of an odd
parcel within the neighborhood.
Sweany Park has a few elements that need improvement.
Pathways through the park are constructed of red colored
concrete stamped with a brick pattern that has the tendency
to be obtrusive and difficult to traverse. Another missed
opportunity is the lack of a drinking fountain. Although water
is supplied for the irrigation system, a drinking fountain has
not been installed for the benefit of park users.
Existing benches of various styles are located off the
pathways in awkward locations that limit their usefulness.
The only signage in place is a limestone column with a
bronze plaque facing inward to the space. Passersby
cannot read the sign unless they enter the park.
Sweany Park has not yet fulfilled its potential as a successful
neighborhood park. Additional programming of the park
and amenities will promote further enjoyment by its users.
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Improvements Description

Inspirational Images

Although Sweany Park is an attractive strolling park, new
elements will add to its appeal and encourage more use.
To provide greater access to other areas of the park,
additional paths constructed of pervious materials link
up existing sidewalks. Additional programmed spaces
include an innovative children’s play area and an informal
sculpture park.
At the center of the park lies a unique children’s play
area. This space is intended to use a variety of textures
and materials to create a sensory experience. A specific
design has not been created, and perhaps an artist might
be useful in the planning of the area.
The existing limestone sign monument will be relocated
to the park entry off Wells Drive. A duplicate monument
will be located at the entry off Neosho Lane. These new
locations are more visible and are more successful at
announcing the park to users and passersby.
Sweany Park shares its north property line with a residence.
To help delineate the park from the adjacent yard, the plan
proposes a series of limestone seat walls. The stacked
limestone walls can add visual interest with materials that
complement the overall character of the City.
The plan proposes a drinking fountain, possibly to include
a dog water bowl, near the existing evergreen tree. This
amenity will be an important feature for the neighborhood
and will attract walkers and runners to the park.

P a r k Plans
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A

B

A

C
D

E

F
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Signage Marker (2)
Limestone Seat Walls
Play Area
Pervious Pathways
Drinking Fountain
Art
Intersection Plantings

G
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Carpenter Park
Carpenter Park is located at the intersection of Sycamore
and Cedar, across from the Cedar Roe Library, a branch of
the Johnson County Library System. The park is a passive
and somewhat reflective open space, with a large central
gathering space and adequate seating opportunities.
The park has a well maintained lawn with an irrigation
system. The attractive landscape provides excellent tree
coverage, seasonal interest and accents the central plaza
in the park.
As mentioned, Carpenter Park has a main gathering
space. A central planting bed is surrounded by red colored
concrete stamped with a brick pattern. Seat walls made
of the same red concrete at as a retaining wall around the
north side of the plaza. Benches are placed around the
perimeter facing inward. The central planting bed has had
little luck supporting ornamental trees but now is home to
the “Goddess of the Sea” sculpture, an art piece acquired
through the Art in R Park program. Blue ornamental
grasses surround the piece, adding to the aquatic theme.
Pathways through the park are constructed of the same
red colored concrete stamped with a brick pattern, a
texture that has the tendency to be obtrusive and difficult
to traverse.
The entry sign at the intersection is made of brick with a
bronze plaque identifying the park.

P a r k Plans
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Improvements Description
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Carpenter Park is an attractive park that is used by the
neighborhood. Since the installation of the “Goddess of
the Sea” sculpture, more residents are utilizing the central
plaza. However the park can be enhanced to further
increase its effectiveness as a neighborhood park.
Much of the recommended improvements are focused on
making the central plaza a more successful park space. The
seating areas do not benefit from shade in the summer, so
the plan proposes an architectural overhead canopy. The
plan also proposes additional benches to allow for more
seating. Finally, the plan proposes a new evergreen shrub
hedge around the southern perimeter of the plaza with a
height of no more than 24-30”, high enough to define the
plaza but low enough to maintain sight lines.
Proposed improvements also seek to create a synergy
with the nearby library. The seat walls can be enhanced
with literary inscriptions in the wall faces, promoting use
by library patrons. Additional programming of the central
plaza with reading circles and other programs can also
increase the use of the space.
At the western perimeter of the park, the landscaping and
terraced levels can be enhanced to create outdoor rooms.
With pervious paving (like crushed gravel or limestone
screenings), these spaces can be successful picnic or
reading rooms under a canopy of shade.
The existing brick sign monument is in a good location for
the park. If a system-wide park standard is created that
differs from this design, this monument may be replaced.
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B

A

C
F

D
E
G

D

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Overhead Canopy Feature
Signage
Literary Inscription Wall
Outdoor Rooms (2)
Art
New Bench
Low Evergreen Hedge
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Juniper Pocket Park
Juniper Pocket Park is an undeveloped parcel located
midblock along Juniper between Alder and Rosewood.
The City acquired this parcel in 2006 and would like to
convert it into a pocket park for the neighborhood.
Currently the parcel has a few planting beds but the site
is dominated by a drainage swale. A chain-link fence
wraps around the swale for safety reasons. Storm water
improvements are currently underway for this area of the
City, and the swale will be piped to eastern property line
of the park, where it will remain an open section. This
new-found real estate will give the land flexibility for the
proposed pocket park design.
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Improvements Description

Inspirational Images

In anticipation of the stormwater improvements affecting
this site, a member of the Parks Committee produced a
concept for the park. Called “5229 Juniper”, the form of this
design mimics the development pattern of the surrounding
neighborhood. A shelter is placed on the site in-line and of
similar size with the neighboring properties.
The park concept includes several demonstration exhibits
that incorporate sustainable solutions on a residential
scale. These solutions are intended to encourage the
use of “green” techniques to minimize the impact of
development on the environment. Proposed sustainable
applications include:
•
•
•
•
•

P a r k Plans
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Xeriscaped, low maintenance landscaping
Rain garden to filter and treat stormwater runoff
Rain barrel to capture roof drainage for irrigation reuse
Pervious paving driveway to minimize stormwater
runoff
Solar-powered security lighting within the shelter

Roeland Park Parks Master Plan

A
B
C
D
E
F
G

A. Pervious Driveway
B. Xeriscaped Yard
C. Rain Barrel
D. Brick Walkway
E. Shelter
F. Daylighted Storm Sewer
G. Rain Garden
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Cooper Creek Park
Cooper Creek Park is a large linear park along Roeland
Drive and Ash. As its name might imply, a creek runs
down the eastern boundary of much of the park, eventually
bisecting it along the southern edge near Johnson Drive.
The primary use of this open space is that of a passive,
strolling park.
Currently the park has sidewalks at the perimeter with
minimal landscaping. The natural banks of the creek
have a wide variety of plant materials, mostly volunteer
and invasive species. A few benches are situated within
the park and a series of statues on elevated bases are
located along the western lawn. These statues, in the
form of cherubs, represent the four seasons.
Although the creek serves as a main amenity of the park, it
also is a divisive barrier. The east end of the park is largely
under-utilized because of its isolation. Any improvements
to connect either side of the creek will result in a more
successful park space.

P a r k Plans
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Improvements Description

Inspirational Images

Key Issues
1.
Until Roeland Drive alignment is resolved, we can’t
get too far ahead in future park plans
2.
The overall use for the park is that of a passive,
reflective strolling park
3.
There is a need to clean out invasive plant species
in the creek, this will be improved in the next 4-5 years
when storm drainage improvements are constructed
4.
Cooper Creek’s park improvements need to have a
natural character with non-traditional seating opportunities
(stone blocks, etc) and additional pathways beyond the
sidewalks at the street
5.
The “four seasons” cherub sculptures need to be
relocated, they do not fit the character of the park
6.
There is an interest in providing a unique approach
to additional plantings, including sensory garden
landscapes
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*Aerial Photo of Cooper Creek
Park with Property Limits
P a r k Plans
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Nall Park
Included are excerpts from a larger document explaining
the process and concept produced for the Nall Park Master
Plan.
The Master Plan for Nall Park builds around a “nature”
concept. When discussed with the Parks Committee and
the public during the Nall Park Walking Trail project and
with the Steering Committee and public during the master
plan process, a majority of those in attendance expressed
their desire that nature be the primary focus. This included
not only the preservation of existing natural elements such
as plants and animals but also the quiet and peacefulness
perceived when in and among nature.
The two program elements that raised the most concern and
discussion were the dog off-leash area and the connection
to the Boulevard Apartments. Concerns related to the offleash area included size, noise, smell and wear and tear
on the site. Concerns related to the Boulevard Apartments
included noise and safety. In both cases, however, it was
determined that the program elements had overall support
and thus were included in the Master Plan.
The completed Nall Park will preserve and restore a portion
of Roeland Park to a state where the prime users are
native wildlife and birds with access to native vegetation
in various habitats. The Park design will also help to
provide natural stormwater management, connections for
pedestrians, and mostly passive recreation. Humans will
experience the park as observers and learners, although
the park may provide some low intensity recreational uses
such as the walking trail, small playground components,
dog off-leash area and an open lawn area for lawn games.
Goals
•

•
•

Include a clear system of park signage including
monument signs, information kiosks, trail signs, distance
markers and interpretive signage. Monument signage
is needed at each end of the park on Nall Avenue.
Reduce parking at Nall Avenue. Overflow parking can
be found at the Community Center site.
Make the park more of a nature preserve than a sports
27
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•
•
•
•
•

•

•
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venue. Design the park to be more passive than
active.
Improve the link to the Community Center.
Reduce parking at the Community Center and add
raingardens.
Program more events in the park (i.e. Roefest dogwalk,
art show, etc.).
Be environmentally responsible with materials. Use
recycled products.
Enhance the overall park condition.
- Make the restrooms and fountains operational.
- Improve amenities.
- Renovate the bathroom and shelter.
- Improve maintenance and upkeep.
- Trim, thin and/or clear tree cover to improve the
health of the trees and understory vegetation.
Improve the sense of park safety.
- Add lighting to park if feasible.
- Add play surfacing to playground.
- Replace play equipment.
- Add blue light safety stations.
Add park program and amenities to the existing site.
The following are the top priorities as determined by the
project’s Steering Committee. (votes in parentheses)
1. Trail connection to Community Center (12)
2. Trail connection from dead-end walking trail back
to loop trail (9)
3. Drinking fountain / spigot / basin for animals (8)
4. Dog off-leash area (7)
5. Operational restroom (6)
6. Raingardens throughout to treat stormwater (5)
7. Martin houses / bat houses for bird watching and
to control insects (5)
8. Updated play equipment (4)
9. Horseshoe court (4)
10. Improved security (4)
11. Overlook (4)
12. Memorial to fallen soldier (3)
13. Wildflower meadows (2)
14. Interpretives of plants and animals (2)
15. Renovated picnic shelter (1)
16. Sculpture and/or sculpture gardens (1)
17. Rose garden / other gardens (1)
18. Signage / information kiosks (1)
19. Sidewalk on Nall (1)

Roeland Park Parks Master Plan

*Final Concept produced for
the Nall Park Master Plan, 2007
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Granada Park
Granada Park is located near City Hall at 51st Street and
Granada. The northern portion of the park has a children’s
playground; the southern portion a skate park. Through
recent improvements this park has become a popular
destination for various age groups. The skate park has
been a big success, drawing users from Roeland Park and
nearby municipalities.
The park’s popularity has also led to a few concerns. The
Parks Committee has identified three key issues that
should be addessed for the continue success of the park.
Key Issues
1.
Continued policy enforcement to minimize
excessive noise and after hours use, possibly installing
security cameras for increased security.
2.
Addressing excess trash and maintenance
concerns, possibly replacing existing receptacles for larger
capacity and easier-to-use trash cans.
3.
Future needs for park aesthetics, including additional
landscaping on the berm to hide the skate park bowl from
adjacent neighbors along Granada, additional sidewalks
where necessary for park circulation, and a future irrigation
system for the park landscape.

P a r k Plans
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A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

Signage
New Play Equipment
New Trash Receptacles
Sidewalk Connection
Landscaped Berm
Irrigation System

F
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Roeland Park School Site
The site of the former Roeland Park Elementary School
is located at 56th Street between Juniper Street and
Sherwood Drive. This parcel, at a little over 5 acres, is
centrally located to serve the city of Roeland Park.
This site has just become a newly dedicated park space,
and a detailed park master plan is needed. The former
elementary school is also slated for demolition in 2010.

*Aerial Photo of Roeland Park
School Site with Property Limits
P a r k Plans
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Roe Park
The site of the former Roeland Park Pool is located
at 48th Street between Roe Boulevard and Roe Lane.
This parcel, at a little around 5-1/2 acres, is centrally
located on the north-central portion of the city of
Roeland Park.
This site currently houses the public works department
and has dramatic topography. Currently the City’s
intention is to develop a portion or all of the property
with non-park uses.

*Aerial Photo of Roe Park with
Property Limits
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Islands and Green Spaces
In years past the City undertook a beautification program
of its roadway medians and islands, incorporating
landscaping and sculpture to add charm and character
to the neighborhoods. Future updates of this master plan
will include efforts to update and improve the islands as
well as miscellaneous green spaces throughout the City of
Roeland Park. Examples include:
•
•
•
•

Incorporation of Art in R Park city-owned sculpture
Beautification of Roe
Beautification of grounds surrounding Public Works
Potential improvements of water tower property

Parks, Islands, and Miscellaneous Green
Spaces in the City of Roeland Park
P a r k Plans
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